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CMR Approves Notice of Intent to Change Size and
Possession Limits and Require a Federal License to Sell Reef Fish

BILOXI, Miss. — The Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources (CMR) voted during its March 13
meeting to approve a notice of intent to change state regulations on size and possession limits of
some fish and prohibit the sale of seafood by recreational fishermen.

The proposed changes include lowering the grouper limit from an aggregate of five to four fish for
recreational fishermen. Additionally, the changes would lower the possession limit of gag grouper to
only two fish within the four-fish grouper aggregate and limit possession of speckled hind grouper
and warsaw grouper to only one fish per vessel within the four-fish aggregate.

Other changes include reducing the commercial minimum size limits for red snapper to 13 inches
total length, red grouper to 18 inches total length and gag grouper to 22 inches total length. The
notice also calls for a change in regulation to require any commercial fisherman, person, firm or
corporation to be federally licensed to sell, barter or trade reef fish species.

The notice of intent to modify state regulations was filed with the Mississippi Secretary of State’s
office March 16, 2012. Public comments on the proposed regulation changes will be accepted
through April 16, 2012. All comments should be mailed to the MDMR, Attention: Joe Jewell, 1141
Bayview Ave., Biloxi, MS 39530 or emailed to Joe.Jewell@dmr.ms.gov. A copy of the proposed
changes is available on the MDMR website at www.dmr.ms.gov.

The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources is dedicated to enhancing, protecting and
conserving marine interests of the state by managing all marine life, public trust wetlands, adjacent
uplands and waterfront areas to provide for the optimal commercial, recreational, educational and
economic uses of these resources consistent with environmental concerns and social changes. Visit
the DMR online at www.dmr.ms.gov.
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